Child Abuse and Child Protection: History and Practice Special Interest Group[footnoteRef:1] [1:  This SIG is associated with: 
Recovery Histories Project (researching the histories of child sexual abuse and recovery from the 1950s to the present day)
Caring Communities: Rethinking Children’s Social Care, 1800-present (researching the labour, experiences and impact of children’s social care between 1800-present) 
] 






1. Purpose 

1.1	To understand the importance of history in helping to achieve effective understandings of child abuse and working practises in child protection.

1.2	To understand child abuse and child protection historically and to the present day. 

1.3	To reflect upon and share experiences of history, child abuse and child protection, in order to address challenges and promote positive practice now.

1.4 To share, discuss and critique historical trends in the recognition of child abuse and child protection practices. 

1.5 To critique past and present policies addressing child abuse and child protection and taking action to respond to gaps in policy.

1.6 To inform the Association and members of current national and international reflections, research and best practice models which examine the significance of history, child abuse and child protection. 

1.7 Explore and critique relevant theoretical frameworks regarding child abuse and child protection to strengthen practice, practitioner confidence, and policy developments in the arena of culture and child protection. 

1.8 Support the dissemination of this information across groups of researchers, practitioners, organisations and interest groups operating within the field of child protection. 


2. Responsibilities and remit of group 

2.1 Develop a safe space amongst members to explore historical issues concerning child abuse and child protection in a deep and reflective way, allowing each to have their voice heard and respected. No-one is expected to share their personal experiences in any way, the content may be emotionally charged. While involvement can be inspiring, it is also challenging, and it can cost us emotionally when we discuss these things. We are committed to ensuring that the Group is a safe space and that members have access to the support they need.


2.2 Consider the impact of learning and reflection in relation to history, child abuse and child protection, to influence organisational and practice system change, led by the membership. 

2.3 Inform and influence national policy and practice, in relation to child abuse and child protection. 

2.4 Receive and respond to updates from group members/ two key research projects in relation to child abuse and child protection regarding: 
• Emerging learning themes
• Identification of good practice 
• National and International Research implications
• Relevant Safeguarding Reviews 
• Opportunities to influence policy and practice 
• Consultation and Support for members 

2.5 Ensure the Special Interest Group’s understanding and actions are informed by relevant research, theory, practice-based evidence and the knowledge of experts-by experience.

2.6 Link with associated groups on the national and international stage. 

2.7 Promote inter-university co-operation in researching history, child abuse and child protection and child safeguarding. 

3. Outputs of Group 

3.1 Review and debate practice, policy, research and areas of challenge in meeting the needs of organisations to influence change in the evolution of processes and good practice. 
3.2 Providing advice to and oversight of the two associated research projects[footnoteRef:2], including:  [2:  The key Research Projects
The Recovery Histories project aims to produce the first social, cultural and medical history into recovery from childhood sexual abuse in the second half of twentieth century Britain and Ireland. The aim is to do historical research that will support the building of a CSA survivor archive, and to spend time with survivor and practitioner participants talking with them and trying to understand their everyday experiences. Observations of practitioners across various support services and new oral histories from both survivors and practitioners will also give us valuable information. We aim to explore methods of support beyond medication and therapy, including education, financial stability, spirituality, relationships, play, and creativity.

Caring Communities aims to offer the first major cultural and affective study of children’s care between 1800-present that will provide:
a deep understanding of the complex contexts in which children’s social care has developed over modern history
comprehensive knowledge of how children in both the past and present have felt about and made sense of their diverse experiences of care. 
These understandings from the long view matter because care policies and practices are the result of long-term processes of cultural, political and social change and thus embedded in the past. Furthermore, we are at a pivotal moment to ensure that challenge and confront ideas about what care is, what it does, its value, and crucially, what it could and should be from the perspectives of both care professionals and care-experienced people. 

In conducting research across historical and contemporary care, the project and its partners will co-produce the first major archive/repository about children’s social care in modern Britain from 1800-present as told from the perspective of care-experienced individuals, carers and care practitioners. 
] 

· Offer comment and advice on the overall conduct and progress of the research.
· Offer comment and advice on the research questions, methods, findings and outputs.
· Provide advice on ethics issues.
· Share ideas, information and expertise from a practice perspective as the research is in progress and assist with broadening networks and disseminating findings.


3.2 Identify and enhance the existing pool of resources within the Association to inform improvements in practice. 

3.3 Provide contribution to AoCPP Newsletter / Journal. 

3.4 Identify and develop training resources for dissemination via AoCPP forums e.g. via AoCPP training events 

3.5 The Chair/s of this SIG to provide updates to AoCPP Chair and contribute to the annual report regarding the work of the group and the development of priorities for future business plan. 

4. Frequency of meetings 

4.1 The group consists of AoCPP members meeting three to four times per year to debate, identify and develop learning, research and training opportunities. Extraordinary meetings can be called if required by the Chair of their own volition or at the request of any member of the group. Minutes and actions will be noted and circulated to all members of the group. 

5. Reporting arrangements 

5.1 The group will report to the Board of Trustee’s (BoT) providing relevant updates. 

6. Variation 

6.1 The Terms of Reference for this SIG may be amended by the Group and be subject to approval of the AoCPP Chair. 


